
Bright Futures Academy Summary of Green School Activities  
 

Part B. Summary of Green School Activities: 

Administrative Support: Bright Futures Academy, BFA, starts with administrative support and 

exemplifies what it means to be a Green School. As a charter school, BFA has the flexibility it 

needs to implement a wide variety of innovative programs with a mission “to provide families 

with an educational alternative to the currently available academic programs, for students 

enrolling in grades K-8, in accordance with the highest professional standards and in cooperation 

with school families, key stakeholders and community members; in an effort to foster 

individualized education in a safe, nurturing environment that focuses on core academics with an 

emphasis on international awareness, social tolerance, and environmental conservation while 

educating the whole child- mind, body and character.”  

School Grounds Enhancement: BFA demonstrates this through actions that can be seen daily 

on our school campuses that starts with a school culture that was created by the school founder 

and supported by the school community. Inspired by a trip to Cornell University’s Children’s 

Garden, in 2010 Kendall Artusi, Pat Rentz and Henry DiGiacinto decided to take a under- 

utilized, run-down soccer field and turn it into a 10,000 square foot environmental learning 

program. Today, the garden houses 13 chickens in a newly renovated roost; 10 bunnies in a 

newly renovated warren; and a 500 gallon tank full of invasive fish that were harvested from the 

local canal. The program is complete with an outdoor classroom and kitchen where students 

learn farm to table agriculture. 

School Sustainability: In our experience there is funding for start-up gardens, but sustaining 

these programs requires a lot of planning and team work. BFA conducts green school fundraisers 

that minimally involve disposable consumerism. We use water and energy conservation 

techniques to include using recycled barrels as water collectors which we in turn use to water our 

garden. We focus on healthy lifestyles to include eating, exercising and mindfulness training. 

BFA requires the use of recycled materials in our classrooms and art programs; requires the use 

of journals to reduce reproducibles; provides shuttle service between campuses to reduce 

unnecessary travel and utilizes volunteers & staff for year round garden care/maintenance. 

Curriculum Integration: BFA integrates environmental topics into all subject areas and also 

provides direct instruction through the electives program. Students travel around the world 

studying the continents and geographical/environmental features specific to each region. 

Students participate in the garden field program on a daily, weekly or monthly basis depending 

on the student’s grade. They also visit local parks and take nature based field trips regularly. 

Annually we host “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” a week dedicated to environmental issues. 

BFA students also take part in writing books about the environment and garden that are 

published annual and used in the classroom for educational purposes. This year we implemented 

the use of nature walls in the classrooms to bring nature inside!  

Community Involvement: BFA has developed a Green Ambassadors & Lighthouse Leaders 

program that enlists the help of students in grades 3-8 for recycling and other environmentally 

minded projects. Additionally, these students are utilized to assist in the garden with younger 

students, to include reading stories and taking them on educational tours. BFA partners with a 

number of organizations and provides support to numerous school programs. Every year we host 

bi-annual garden days where we provide food, art projects, educational lectures and more for free 

to our school families and community. We also distribute all garden food to our school families. 

Innovation: Innovation is pervasive at BFA. It permeates the core of all that we do, from the 

depth of our programs to our organic campus policy; BFA is always creating new ways to 

engage our school community. It’s easy being green at Bright Futures Academy! 
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Part C. Narrative Summary and Documentation  
I. School Grounds Enhancement:  
Outdoor Learning Labs/Structures:  
EDU-Garden®: In 2010 Bright Futures Academy (BFA) began building an outdoor learning 
program after being inspired by a visit to the Cornell Children’s Garden in Ithaca, New York. 
We took a “run-down” and underutilized soccer field and converted it into a 10,000 square foot 
educational garden/environmental program. Each year since inception, BFA has not only worked 
internally to create, maintain and improve the program, we have created community partnerships 
that have contributed greatly to the success of the garden. 

The EDU-Garden® has changed and improved over the years. Each year we expand and improve 
various aspects of the physical space, as well as the learning component which is demonstrated 
in the pages of documentation.  Currently students participate in the garden and environmental 
science program, using our outdoor learning labs/structures in the following ways: 

K-4th Grade: This year we added environmental studies to the student elective wheel. Students 
receive instruction in the subject of Art, Music, Health/Nutrition, Garden or Environmental 
Studies for 50 minutes each day.  

Environmental Studies- Students are escorted around campus to discuss environmental 
issues and habitats that can be found on site. They also take off site trips to explore natural 
Florida ecosystems.  

EDU-Garden®- Students visit the garden on designated days and the students in grades 
5-8 design lessons and activities for the K-4 students to explore in the garden. This year we 
created a specific, sustainable area where the K-4 students can sit and listen to stories written by 
students in our story program as described below.  We also added the concept of garden gnomes 
and fairies and began a small fairy garden to further capture the imagination of students 
5th-8th Grade: Students in grades 5-8 receive instruction in the garden on a daily basis as follows: 

5th Grade: Students receive garden/environmental studies for 1- 50 minute period per day 
for 3 days each week, all year.  These students are instructed using Farm to School Program 
which leads to a certificate of completion at the end of the year. Fifth grade students are the first 
students to arrive in the garden each morning and they have the responsibility of 
feeding/watering the animals as well as “opening” duties as assigned. Art and Music classes are 
also often taught outdoors in the garden or space that was created this year for outdoor art work.  

6th-8th Grade:  Students are allowed to choose between the science, art or music elective 
tracks. Students that choose the science track participate in the garden for a semester and 
PE/Health and Research/Writing for a semester.  This year we improved our program by adding 
agriculture around the world program and re-formatting the sequence by which students attend 
the program. The program currently operates as follows:  

Fall Semester 6th Grade: receives 1 hour of PE/Health and 1 hour of research writing 
every day. In PE/Heath, students learn about the importance of a healthy diet and proper 
exercise. This program is taught outdoors in a covered area. Students also use the grounds to 
walk and exercise every day during the fall semester. During the research writing hour, students 
select topics and research subjects that will be taught during the spring semester or are currently 
being taught in health/PE . They use this research to complete a science fair project which is 
displayed through a school wide science fair in the fall.  

Spring Semester 6th Grade: receives 1 hour of Life Science in the classroom and 1 hour of 
research in the field every day. The program covers Soil & Composting- Symphony of the Soil; 



Bright Futures Academy School Grounds Enhancement 
 

Scientific Classification; Photosynthesis; Cells & Heredity; Crop Rotation; Water; Pollination; 
Propagation; Animal Science; Fish; Aquaponics; Entomology; Botany; Organic Food 
Movement; Sustainability. Students create journals that they carry into the next year’s, fall 
semester. These journals include information from the classroom and the field, to include 
illustrations. Students are responsible for the garden, in its entirety, and also enjoy cooking in the 
outdoor kitchen.  

Fall Semester 7th Grade: receives 1 hour of Life Science in the classroom and 1 hour of 
research in the field every day. The program covers agriculture around the world and areas in the 
field are designated to represent each continent.  Each field is planted and crops native to that 
continent are grown, combined with other crops, that when harvested can be used to create a 
delicious meal. During the last 9 weeks, students generate story boards about their studies to be 
carried into the next semester research writing class. Students are responsible for the garden, in 
it’s entirety and also enjoy cooking in the outdoor kitchen.  

Spring Semester 7th Grade: receives 1 hour PE/Health and 1 hour research writing every 
day. In PE/Health students learn about the importance of exercise and healthy eating. This 
program is taught outdoors in a covered area. Students also use the grounds to walk and exercise 
every day during the fall semester. In research writing, students use their story boards to create 
books about the garden/environment, health and nutrition that will go to publication in the 
spring. Once these are created they are used as a Green fundraiser and they are purchased by the 
school to be used in the lower grades for educational purposes. 
 
Additionally, BFA encourages staff to incorporate nature into the classrooms through the use of 
nature walls and/or living plants and animals. 

 
Habitat Improvement/Restoration:  
Every year BFA seeks to improve an area of the school grounds that may have been diminished 
by human activity or use over time. This year BFA has worked on three significant projects. 

1. The Bird is the Word: Our fall garden day celebration was focused on supporting 
birds in our community and school. On November 21, 2015 we held a 100% free 
event for our school families and local communities. We cooked vegetarian and 
turkey chili, along with salad and bread. We had activities that included a bird 
information station put on by the Audubon Society of the Everglades; make a pine 
cone bird feeder craft; learn to paint a bird project; and an owl lecture that 
included how to build an owl box and dissecting owl pellets from a volunteer at 
Furry Friends. We began the planning and implementation phase of a bird habitat 
and we expanded our chicken coop and increased our brood to 13 total hens. 

2. Fishy Friends: Several years ago we started a tilapia farm. This year we contacted 
Florida Fish and Wildlife and coordinated an effort to remove invasive species 
from the waterway across the street from our school. A fishing club was held after 
school and students fished the canal for cichlids, relatives of the tilapia. These fish 
were removed from the local water way and placed into our tank where students 
learned about the impact of invasive species and how humans have impacted our 
environment by letting animals escape into the wild where they often thrive.  

3. Rabbit Warren: In 2010 we started our rabbit warren and this year we expanded 
the warren to allow them enough space to be “cage free.”  



 

EDU-Garden® Ground Breaking- 2010 

EDU-Garden® 5 Years Later- 2015 



Construction Phase- 2010 

The old soccer goals were re-purposed and used as support beams in our mist-house. The mist-

house was built using funds from the Whole Kids Foundation grant and design/construction 

was donated by Dr. Charles Rentz. 

Mist house frame  

 

Mist-house 2011 

Soccer Goal Frame 

Soccer goal frame 

 

Pictured here- staff and parent volunteers come together several times each year to make 

Improvements to our garden. 

Dr. Rentz being presented with 

A certificate of appreciation for his work 

on the mist-house- 2011 

Gloves hanging to dry in 

the mist-house as it sits 

today, complete with 

screen tables, roof and 

misting system- 2015 

 

Soccer Goal 

2010 2010 



2015 we added 

picket fencing 

around the 

outdoor 

classroom to 

provide a 

protection for 

the vegetable 

boxes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year we add boxes, make improvements and expand the outdoor learning 

areas for our students. Picture of BFA staff members working to build this box. 

2013 2014 

2015 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 we added wire 

around the butterfly 

garden for a special 

chicken outing. 

Students & Staff work together to build boxes. 

2012 2013 

In 2014 we improved 

our butterfly habitat. 

It takes a lot of compost to fill the boxes and make hill and valley planting areas. Each year we acquire 

new compost to ameliorate our soil, but we also implement crop rotation and teach the kids about the 

importance of companion gardening. We used to get our soil from the Solid Waste Authority; 

however, since they no longer provide this service we must purchase soil from vendors.  

Gary Barnett- botanist and 

volunteer delivering compost. 

BFA Students loading 

wheelbarrows and delivering 

soil to the garden.  

BFA Students moving compost 

from the pile to the garden! 



In 2010 we built the outdoor classroom and we have continued to improve not only the grounds,  

but the classroom itself. Students attend classes here everyday. 

 

In 2015 we added an artificial turf seating area, specifically for students in grades K-4. 

Pictured here you can see the BFA Green Ambassadors sitting with the younger 

students and they will assist them during their garden time.   



 

The students and staff worked together to build the chicken coop. In the fall of 2015 we 

improved the chicken habitat by expanding their area and making repairs to keep out 

predators. In the picture below- the kids made a special sign for Ms. Pat our garden 

director. Also pictured here, kids enjoy holding the chickens! 

2015- We increased our flock to 13 

hens that all lay eggs which we use  

for cooking in the outdoor kitchen. 

2015 2014 

2015 

2012- Organizing boards for the coop. 

In the fall of 2015 one of our alumni, 9
th

 grade student, 

came back to volunteer in the garden and made this 

chicken tractor. We use this to move the chickens 

around the garden so that they can help aerate the soil 

and eat bugs, but not our plants! In the background our 

coop and flock of chickens can be seen. 

2015 



 

 

 

The rabbits are an important part of our program. They teach compassion and are often used as 

therapy. Students learn about animal behavior and the importance of proper animal husbandry. Our 

rabbit warren started out in the front of the garden, by the outdoor classroom, but we realized that 

they needed a quiet place to live, so we moved it to the back, near the chicken coop in 2016. 

The old rabbit warren can be seen here.  

Our rabbits feel so 

comfortable with our 

students they rest on their 

back and love to be pet as 

seen here in their warrens. 

These BFA students and 

alumni are building the 

new rabbit warren.  

Rabbit Warren  

 

Bird House 

 

Therapy Rabbit 

at work! 
 

Above, BFA Students pet the rabbits here and 

feed them garden treats. 

Pictured here, BFA alumni 

and current students work 

together to improve our rabbit 

warren. 



Fish farm with 

hydroponics  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2013 we received a grant from a parent 

and added our fish farm. The fish farm not 

only is used to teach students about raising 

fish, but also about hydroponics. This year 

we extended our growing area for 

hydroponics.  Below a future BFA student 

looks at the fish. 

BFA students 

visit the fish 

farm  

Fry are kept in separate tanks until 

they are large enough to go into the 

tank. 

In the picture at the left a student holds a 

turtle from our reptile and large fish tank. 

Hydroponically 

grown tomato 

plants 

These fish were raised in our tanks and 

transferred into the larger tank seen to 

your left. 
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Part C. Narrative Summary and Documentation  
II. School Sustainability: Bright Futures Academy (BFA) prides itself on providing sustainable 
education. For BFA, a sustainable education means that we incorporate practices throughout the 
school that can be sustained, year after year and that will continue to impact the world around us 
for years to come.  
Energy:  
1. School Wide Electrical Use: For the 2015-2016 FY, the BFA administrative team set a goal to 
reduce campus energy usage. For the 2016-2017 FY, our plan is to closely monitor and reduce 
our electric usage. This year it was difficult to measure compared to last year because we 
purchased a new, larger air conditioning unit over the summer. Ways we reduce use: 
a. The BFA Green Ambassadors made signs for the campus, encouraging staff and students to 
turn off the lights when they are not in use.  
b. Administration instituted an AC plan that includes regularly checking and changing the filter 
and setting the thermostat to higher temperatures when the building is not in use.  
c. All BFA computers are powered down every night and over all weekends/holidays. 
2. Save Electricity at Home: BFA encourages families to reduce their energy usage: 
 a. BFA posts reminders online for ways to reduce energy usage through-out the year. 
 b. During the annual BFA “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” week, we encourage our school 
families to turn off all of their electronic devices.  
Green Fundraising:  BFA has adopted green fundraising as a part of the school policy. We raise 
funds for our special programs through community outreach events to include the following:  
1. Green Markets: we set up booths annually at the Palm Beach Gardens and West Palm Beach 
Green Market where we market our school and sell plants, t-shirts and cold drinks.   
2. EDU-Garden® Days: we host a free event for the community where the focus is on the 
environment. At these events we ask for donations, sell used uniforms and sell green themed t-
shirts while providing food, art crafts and garden projects to our guests. 
3. Holiday Show/Talent Show: annually we host two art/music events to raise money for those 
programs. We use 100% recycled materials from Resource Depot and other sources to make all 
stage props and costumes. 
4. Halloween Walk-a-Thon: our students participate in a walk-a-thon where they dress up as 
book characters and get pledges for the number of laps they complete. These funds go to support 
the physical education/health and nutrition programs at BFA.  
5. Procession of the Species: during “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth Week,” new this year, we 
are planning a procession of the species walk-a-thon. We got this idea from our friends at the 
Lopez Island School in Washington State. This event will require students to dress up as a 
particular species and collect pledges for the number of laps walked. During the week, the 
importance of species diversification and extinction will be discussed prior to the walk. These 
funds will go to support the animals in the garden. 
6. Whole Foods/Trader Joes: BFA has developed a working relationship with both Whole 
Food/Whole Kids Foundation and Trader Joes. They continue to provide BFA with resources 
such as food, funding and programs. Whole Foods has donated over $10,000 to BFA. 
7. Community Parades: BFA participates in community parades to raise awareness about our 
school in hopes of increasing enrollment, our biggest form of fundraising! We use recycled and 
natural materials in building our floats.  
Health and Well-being: As part of the BFA charter and our school policies, BFA incorporates 
the following into our program: 
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1.Physical Education and Recess: All K-5 students receive PE for 50 minutes every day and 
additional health instruction for 50 minutes 2 days per week.  In grades 6-8, students may choose 
a science track, where they receive PE for 50 minutes, every day for one semester, each year; 
and, they receive Health/Nutrition instruction for 50 minutes, every day for 9 weeks. 
2. Pesticide/Herbicide Organic ONLY campus: the entire Riverside Campus is organic pesticide 
and herbicides only, as part of our school policy. We use an environmentally friendly pest 
control company and use only natural substances such as soap and vinegar in our garden. NO 
WEED KILLER is allowed anywhere, by anyone on campus. Last year we encouraged 
participating in the Wellington “March Against Monsanto” and we will participate again this 
year. We also require the use of bee keeper removal, not extermination.  
3.EDU-Garden® Educational Program : our school garden program is central to our school. 
Students are actively engaged in the garden every day. Students in grades K-4 take bi-monthly 
field trips to the garden. Students in 5th grade are in the garden 3 days per week, for 50 minutes 
each day. Students in grades 6-8 may choose a science track, where they receive field research 
studies in the garden for 50 minutes, every day, for one semester, each year. When in the garden, 
the students learn a farm to table program that incorporates cooking and nutrition.  
4.Cooking Club: BFA hosts an after-school cooking club that has been sponsored historically by 
Whole Foods. This club is held in the spring, in the garden, where students learn about using 
fruits and vegetables to make healthy food. 
5. Garden Day events:  BFA hosts two garden day events each year, one in the fall and one in the 
spring. These are community wide events where we partner with local chefs and conduct 
cooking demonstrations and talk about healthy eating.  
6.Walk-a-Thons: As a part of our green school policy, BFA hosts annual walk-a-thons to raise 
funds for the PE and garden programs. These events encourage physical activity and awareness. 
7.Mindfulness: New this year to BFA, we a partnered with the Center for Social Change to bring 
mindfulness training into our school for both the students and staff. We dedicated a 20 minute 
time period during home team where we have a quiet campus and students are taught various 
techniques to reduce stress and to help student with self-control and anger management.  
7. Whole Foods/Trader Joes: BFA has partnered with two healthy alternative grocers. Whole 
Foods has provided nutrition trainings, food and financial support to our garden program for the 
past 4 years. Trader Joes started to work with us this year and has provided food for various 
garden activities. Whole Foods has offered to provide our school with a salad bar and we are 
working to change our food service contract with our district for the 2016-2017 school year. 
During “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” Week we will promote Meatless Monday.  
8. Time in Techniques for mental health: New to BFA this year, we have adopted a school wide 
counseling program with support from the Center for Social Change. This program provides a 
counselor and a listening room for students and staff in need. Our goal is to also provide mental 
health education to our school families.  
Solid Waste: 
1. Caps of  Love Program: this year, the Green Ambassadors began a caps collection program to 
help generate awareness regarding bottle caps which will be donated to Caps of Love. We made 
our first deposit in February. Caps of Love uses the money generated from the caps to purchase 
wheel chairs for disabled children under the age of 21.  
2. Recycling Program: the BFA Green Ambassadors (5-8) and Lighthouse Leaders (3-4) kicked 
off our school wide recycling program on November 15th, National Recycling Day. These 
students pick up recyclable materials and compost. 
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3. Christmas Tree Program:  During our administrative policy meetings, the administrative team 
decided to set up a Christmas Tree Recycling Program for the 2016-2017 school year. Our plan 
is to host an after Christmas, back to school event where we provide a mulching program for 
trees. Families can take the mulch home, or donate it to the school.  
4. Composition Books: to reduce paper waste. This year, BFA adopted a school wide policy 
where teachers use projectors to project instructional materials and students use composition 
books to write their assignments. This reduces an enormous amount of copies and paper.  
5. Recycled Materials: BFA has a policy that requires the Art department to use recycled 
materials as a first priority, rather than purchasing new materials. Teachers are also encouraged 
follow this policy in their regular classrooms.  
6. Computers: In April of 2014, Windows ended its support for the Windows XP operating 
system, making dozens of computers obsolete for testing. Instead of disposing of 60 computers 
we re-purposed them for students in lower grades that could still use this operating system. Each 
of these computers weighs 9.9 kg (22 lbs) and disposing of these computers would create more 
than half ton of waste (1,320 lbs). Additionally, these computers contain lead, mercury, bromine, 
polyvinyl chloride, nickel cadmium, and other hazardous materials that would have been 
introduced into the environment.  
Transportation: 
1.No idle policy for buses: as a part of our transportation policy, BFA has a no-idle policy for our 
buses. 
2.Shuttle Service for parents: because BFA operates currently on two campuses, we provide a 
shuttle service for parents between campuses. This reduces the parents need to drive to two sites 
for pick-up.  
3.Track number of walkers and bike riders: BFA tracks the number of walkers and bike riders 
and provides a safe place for students to store their bikes.  
4.Bumper Stickers: During our “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth Week” BFA will hold a 
contest where students create an environmental message bumper sticker. The contest finalists 
will be posted on our Facebook page where family and friends can vote for their favorite entry. 
This gets various environmental messages out to thousands of people. Our plan is to also produce 
a bumper sticker that will read “Bridge Up, Car Off” sticker to encourage cars to shut off their 
engines when parked at an “up” bridge.  
Water: Water conservation is part of the BFA school policy.  
1. Campus Water Usage Reduction Program:  
      a. This year we replaced toilets with low volume, water conservation toilets. 
      b.BFA Green Ambassador’s made signs to put in the bathrooms encouraging no water waste. 
      c. The water bill is monitored closely and when there is increased usage we investigate why 
and work to fix the problem.  
     d. We hand water our garden to reduce over watering and watering that could occur on rainy 
days.  
      e. Water Barrels are used in the garden to water our plants. 
      f. During “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” week, this year we plan to spend a day focused 
on water conservation. Our goal is to distribute water collection buckets to collect shower/bath 
water that is often wasted while waiting for the water to get warm. Additionally, we will post 
water saving tips on our website.  
 



BFA Green Ambassadors Program 

Recycling Schedule and EDU-Garden® Visits 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Paper  Lacie(N) 
Kayla(N) 

Gianna(N) 
Julia(S) 

James(S) 
Joey(S) 

  Tyleah(N) 
Kylie(N) 

Fletcher(N) 
Julia(S) 
Sian(S) 

Medjine(S) 
Joey(S) 

Plastic    Kayla(N) 
Lacie(N) 

Fletcher(S) 
James(S) 

 

Caps Lucilla (N) 
Gianna(N) 
Dakota(N) 

Julia(S) 
Lacie(S) 
Kayla(S) 

 Lucilla(N) 
Lacey (N) 
Olivia(N) 
Lucy(N) 

Medjine(S) 
Sian(S) 

James(S) 

  

January 12, 
2016 

9:00-10:00 
Kayla 
James 

Destiny 
Gianna 

Alexandra 
Lucy 

Madison 

10:00-11:00 
Kayla 
James 
Sian 

Medjine 
Gianna 

Alexandra 
Madison 
Destiny 

11:00-12:00 
James 
Gianna 

Alexandra 
Lucy 

Madison 
Julia 

12:00-1:00 
James 
Gianna 

Alexandra 
Lucy 
Lacy 

Madison 

1:00-2:00 
Kayla 
Joey 
Kylie 

Tyleah 
Ruth 

Alexandra 
Madison 

January 26, 
2016 

9:00-10:00 
Tyleah 
Destiny 

Kylie 
Kayla 

Fletcher 
Julia 

Olivia 
Lucy 

Alexandra 

10:00-11:00 
Kylie 

Destiny 
Kayla 

Fletcher 
James 
Julia 

Olivia 
Gianna 
Lacey 

11:00-12:00 
Tyleah 
Kayla 

Fletcher 
James 
Julia 

Olivia 
Gianna 

Alexander 

12:00-1:00 
Tyleah 
Kylie 
Kayla 

Fletcher 
James 
Julia 

Olivia 
Gianna 

Alexander 

1:00-2:00 
Tyleah 
Kylie 
Kayla 

Fletcher 
James 
Julia 

Olivia 
Lucy 

Gianna 
Alexandra 

 

February, 2 
2016 

9:00-10:00 
Dakota 

Ruth 
Kayla 
Kylie 

10:00-11:00 
Julia 

Lacey 
Olivia 

Dakota 

11:00-12:00 
Madison 

Lulia 
Sian 
Lucy 

12:00-1:00 
Joey 

Fletcher 
Ruth 
Kayla 

1:00-2:00 
Tyleah 

Sian 
Fletcher 
Medjine 



Tyleah James 
Destiny 

Alexandra 
Dakota 

Kylie Kylie 

February 16, 
2016 

9:00-10:00 
Destiny 

Kylie 
Tyleah 
Kayla 

Fletcher 
 

10:00-11:00 
Kayla 
Kylie 

Fletcher 
Tyleah 
Destiny 
Olivia 
Lacey 
Lucy 

11:00-12:00 
Tyleah 
Kylie 
Kayla 

Fletcher 

12:00-1:00 
Tyleah 
Kylie 
Kayla 

Fletcher 

1:00-2:00 
Tyleah 
Kylie 
Kayla 

Fletcher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 8, 
2016 

9:00-10:00 
James 

Fletcher 
Medjine 

Sian 
Tyleah 

10:00-11:00 
James 
Sian 

Fletcher 
Destiny 

Joey 
Kayla 

11:00-12:00 
Gianna 

Alexandra 
Madison 

Kylie 
Tyleah 

 

12:00-1:00 
Kylie 
Julia 

Tyleah 
Joey 
Ruth 

1:00-2:00 
Alexandra 
Madison 

Lucy 
Olivia 

Fletcher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

  

BFA Green Ambassadors and Lighthouse Leaders were organized this year. They meet regularly, 

collect recycling, & collect compost. These pictures are of the team making signs to encourage students 

to be environmentally conscientious! 



---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Connie Christman <chrstm4@aol.com> 
Date: Thursday, March 3, 2016 
Subject: Recycling is an Art 
To: chrstm4@aol.com, amanda@npbchamber.com 

 

Hello to all, 
  
The checks are in the mail! 
  
Recycling is an Art contest had the most participants than ever before.   
What creativity! 
All of the Bins were enjoyed during ArtiGras. Thank you all for your hard work. 
  
The (10) schools with the most votes were the winning schools: 
Lighthouse Elementary, Beacon Cove, Jupiter Farms Elementary, Binks Forest Elementary, Grassy Waters, Hammock 
Pointe Elementary, Elbridge Gale Elementary, Lake Park Elementary, Bright Futures Academy, and Independence Middle 
School. 
  
These schools will receive the award of $250.00.  If you do not receive the check please let us know. You may have 
already received them. 
  
Congratulations to all participatnts.  
It was great working with all of you! 
  
Thanks, 
Connie 
chrstm4@aol.com 
561-386-7340 

 

This is an email indicating our being one of 

the ArtiGras “Recycling is an 

Art” winners. BFA uses recycled materials 

in art classes as a part of our 

School wide philosophy that encourages our 

school to Reduce, Re-use and Recycle. 

2016 Winning Entry 
2014 Entry  

mailto:chrstm4@aol.com
mailto:chrstm4@aol.com
mailto:amanda@npbchamber.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BFA participates in local parades in Jupiter, North Palm Beach 

And this year in the Martin Luther King Day Parade. We use  

Recycled and natural materials to create our floats. 

Student made signs 

encouraging Reduce, Re-use, 

& Recycle 

WE WON the JTAA 

Float contest 2014- 

100% recycled or 

natural materials. 

We conducted a tire drive with our school 

families in 2015 and collected 20 tires that we 

used to make planters for flowers. The kids 

enjoyed playing with the tires until we re-

purposed them! 
 

A BFA student 

using a  

refurbished 

computer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At BFA water 

conservation is an 

important part of 

our school culture. 

We received 

barrels as a 

donation from 

Sauce Crafters and 

re-purposed them 

into rain barrels. 

We use these 

barrels to water 

our plants! 

Dr. Rentz, 

community 

volunteer, inside 

of a barrel, 

fixing it to be 

used as a rain 

barrel. 

2015- BFA 

student 

filling a 

watering 

can from 

the rain 

barrel. 

BFA Students decorated a rain 

barrel with an educational 

message. 

BFA 

Students 

connecting 

a hose to a 

rain barrel 

for 

watering. 

BFA Students watering 

plants using cans to reduce 

water waste. 

Here you can see a 

water barrel and 

connected hose 

used to water the 

plants. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BFA students are required to use journals to take notes 

Instead of having teachers make reproducible copies.  

Implementing this has reduced our copies this year to  

Date- 8,100 copies!  

Lighthouse Leaders (3 &4
th

Grade) 

dumping paper that they collected 

from the classrooms. 

2015 BFA Student Journal 

BFA Green Ambassadors (5
th

-8
th

 

Grade) collect “Caps for Love” 2016 

BFA Green Ambassadors collect recycling  

BFA Students made this jellyfish art project 

out of used water bottles and an old umbrella. 

BFA Students made 

flowers for our 

fence out of used 

water bottles. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BFA conducts Green Fundraisers that also serve as an outreach to the community. We do not 

participate in fundraisers that contribute to the unnecessary purchasing of wasteful items. 

July 2015 we raised over $7,000 which we 

used to make improvements in our garden! 

Annually, BFA conducts a holiday show in December and 

Talent show in May. These events raise money for the arts 

departments. All recycled materials are used to decorate for 

these events. This picture is from 2014 when we were also 

helping to raise money through go fund me, seen here, for a 

BFA student that was badly injured in an accident.  

Pictured above here, BFA hosts 

bi-annual book fairs. Here you 

can see art work hanging from 

the ceiling which was made from 

used water bottles.  

Pictured above, a BFA teacher looks at the books 

written 

By students, for students and used by teachers. These 

Books are written as a part of the garden program 

and 

Used as a fundraiser for the garden. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BFA hosts bi-annual garden festivals. We cook for our guests, sell t-shirts and used uniform 

shirts. We give educational lectures, provide art projects and we all work together to 

complete garden projects.   
 

Garden Day Fall 2015 
Our students give 

garden tours on 

garden day. 

Our BFA Trademark and school Motto. We sell 

these shirts as a fundraiser for the garden.  

BFA collects shirts from families and we re-sell them 

for a minimal price. BFA changes its uniform logo 

periodically and the kids like to collect the different 

logos. Logos include a globe, the earth, a sailboat, 

seahorse, shark, turtle and nautilus. 

BFA encourages exercise through our annual Halloween 

Walk-a-thon. Students raise money for the athletics 

department by getting pledges for the number of laps they 

walk around campus in their costumes. This year we are 

planning a spring implementation of this with the 

procession of the species.  

Pictured here is a BFA tent at a PBG green 

market. This year, BFA also participated in 

the WPB green market at the outlet mall. At 

these events we sell items to raise money for 

the garden and advertise for our school.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At BFA we provide a healthy environment 

and encourage healthy life styles. 

BFA’s  Riverside campus is an organic pesticide 

only campus! Below you can see the bee keeper 

removing bees that found a home in our 

building. We understand the importance of bees 

and do not exterminate- it is a policy! 

 

At BFA we teach students to compost. 

This year we improved our compost 

areas, the kids made the dividers out of 

brick. 

Because we have an organic campus, kids can run 

freely on the grass- even in bare feet as seen here! 

Students are pictured here 

with our Nutrition teacher, 

Ms. Courtney.  They are 

eating salad for lunch! 
Students pictured here making kale 

smoothies. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At BFA our garden is central to our school. Students 

in grades K-8 participate in the garden and 

environmental program daily. 

Our therapy rabbits are an 

important part of our 

program. 

“The mission of Bright Futures Academy is to provide families with an educational alternative to the 

currently available school programs, for students enrolling in grades K-8, in accordance with the 

highest professional standards and in cooperation with school families, key stakeholders and 

community members; in an effort to foster individualized education in a safe, nurturing environment 

that focuses on core academics with an emphasis on international awareness, social tolerance, and 

environmental conservation while educating the whole child- mind, body and character.” 

A BFA student in the “Time In “Listening Room.   

Here we meet the psychological needs of students. 
 

Pictured here, students are 

participating in  

their daily mindfulness 

session which includes  

concentration circles.  

BFA students are outside 

everyday. K-5 student receive 

PE 5 days per week, 50 minutes 

per day. Pictured here is our 

LH playground. 

BFA students in 6-8 select a science or art 

track. Science track students are in PE or 

garden 50 minutes every day. Students here 

are walking laps. 
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Part C. Narrative Summary and Documentation  
III. Curriculum Integration: Bright Futures Academy (BFA) uses an integrated approach to 
incorporating environmental concepts into the curriculum across disciplines as follows: 
Interdisciplinary Approach:  
a. Science, Social Studies & Language Arts: as a part of BFA’s charter agreement with the 
district, we have an around the world in 180 days program. In this program, our students in 
grades K-5 travel around the world studying the continents of the world. Paired with these 
continents are themes that are associated with science and social studies concepts that involve the 
environment. Our calendar and associated concepts are provided in the documentation section. In 
the 6th grade, students study world geography through time frames during a 100 minute block 
with language arts. During this study, environmental issues are researched and discussed as a 
history around the world. In 7th & 8th Grade, students move into American History and Civics 
where teachers incorporate environmental issues that take place currently in the United State and 
over time. In Civics, students learn about the process for introducing legislation, lobbying and 
civic duties with regard to the environment. Our K-5 curriculum calendar is as follows:  
 
Earth/World- weeks 1-4; South America- weeks 5-9; North America-weeks 10-15; Antarctica & 
North Pole-weeks 16-17 & 19-20; Holidays Around the World- week 18; Asia- weeks 21-24; 
Africa- weeks 25-29; Europe- weeks 30-32 & 34; “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” Week- 
week 33; Australia- weeks 35-38; Charter Week – week 39.  
 
Our 6th Grade curriculum calendar is as follows:  
1st 9 weeks: World Geography & Exploration; 2nd 9 weeks: The Ancient World; 3rd 9 weeks: The 
Dawn of Reason; 4th 9 weeks: The Modern World. 

b.Special Area Class electives: as a part of our school electives wheel, students in grades K-5 
attend classes in the EDU-Garden® and environmental studies 2-3 days per week for 50 minutes 
each day for the entire year. In grades 6-8 students choose either a science or arts track. If they 
choose the science track, they receive field research studies in the garden for 50 minutes, every 
day, for one semester, each year. When in the garden, the students learn a farm to table program 
that incorporates cooking and nutrition. For one semester, students in grades 6-8 receive PE for 
50 minutes, every day for one semester, each year; and, they receive Health/Nutrition instruction 
for 50 minutes, every day for 9 weeks. For one 9 weeks, students in grades 6-8 receive 
instruction in research writing where they participate in 6th grade in a school wide, science fair 
research project and in 7th grade they participate in a book writing program. In this program, 7th 
grade students write and illustrate books that focus on the garden and environmental issues. 
These books are published as a Green School Fundraiser and used in the lower grades to educate 
students on environmental topics specific to our school. Art, Music and Spanish are also 
incorporated with environmental and garden topics. 
   c. Home Team: During our “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” week, students use the 
following story starter to write stories. Using the story starter, each home team comes up with 
ideas and then writes/illustrates stories that are selected for publication as a part of our Green 
Schools Fundraiser program. The story goes as follows: Stanlee, a bull shark, was raised by 
dolphins as a part of a nature vs. nurture experiment in the Florida Keys. When newly captured 
dolphins are brought into the research center they tell Stanlee that he is not a dolphin (bullies) 
and being distraught, he escapes to find his parents, and ultimately himself. On his journey he 
encounters all kind of experiences, as a bull shark he can swim in fresh water as well. When 
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swimming up the Intracoastal Waterway he meets Ramone, a Spanish speaking, handicapped 
remora. Ramone has difficulty hanging on to Stanlee, but Stanlee shows compassion and takes 
care of Ramone. They travel the world looking for Stanlees parents, which of course he will 
never find. On their journey they encounter Percy the clam who has a lisp, encounter a version of 
Plato's Allegory of the Cave, the Copenhagen Mermaid, Iceberg B-15, Yonaguni's underwater 
city, and a myriad of other things. While traveling around he learns to accept himself for who he 
is and turns his attentions from his inward, self-focused goals to the big problem that he has 
learned about ...the dying seas. All interactions direct him to the Brainy Coracle, who of course 
is found near the Great Barrier Reef. When he finally finds her, Stanlee asks the Brainy Coracle, 
"how can we save our seas?" and the Brainy Coracle responds with a quote from Mother Theresa 
"If we have no peace it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other."  
 
Also during home team, this year we adopted a mindfulness, meditation and stress reduction 
program. Every student and staff member begins the day with 20 minute of silence or a teacher 
led activity based in mindfulness techniques to reduce stress and address the psychological needs 
of our students and staff.  Next year our goal is to expand this program into the beginning of each 
class period change.  
Environmental Topics/Issues:  
a.Facebook Contests: this year, through the school’s Facebook page, BFA is hosting contests to 
generate awareness and conversation about environmental topics. The first contest was a 
writing/illustration contest where students wrote/drew- “What does ‘Who Will Stand Up for the 
Earth’ Mean to you?” The second contest is being held during the month of March and it is 
“Design your Dream Green School”. Students are participating in this contest through their art 
classes. The art teachers are creating lesson plans that allow students to create 3-D models, 
computer generated drawings or hand drawings. Through this process, teachers incorporate the 
importance of Green buildings and encourage students to think about ways to improve 
environmental conservation efforts. During our “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” week, we 
will host an environmental bumper sticker contest and in May we will have an environmental 
song and/or poetry contest that will be performed at the school wide talent show. 
 b. Newsletter: our school produces a newsletter that is published electronically every Friday. 
The newsletter is distributed through our electronic school grade system as well as being posted 
on our school website and Facebook page. In the newsletter, Facebook page and on the website 
we post information about environmental concerns, ways to support the environment, and garden 
tips.  
c. BFA Green Ambassadors (5-8th) & Lighthouse Leaders (3rd & 4th): This year BFA better 
organized the student helpers into two distinctive groups. These groups have been given a 
schedule of activities to include collecting recycling, working in the garden after school, 
assisting younger students and coming up with new ways to stand up for the earth. 
d. Environmental Studies: The following is list of topics covered from K-8: 
K-4 Junior Master Gardener- 5th Grade- Farm to School & K-5 studies environmental issues 
around the world to include UNESCO world heritage sites & national parks. 
6th Grade- Soil & Composting- Symphony of the Soil; Scientific Classification; Photosynthesis; 
Cells & Heredity; Crop Rotation; Water; Pollination; Propagation; Animal Science; Fish; 
Aquaponics; Entomology; Botany; Organic Food Movement; Sustainability. 
7th Grade- Agriculture, Environmental Studies & Human Geography Around the World. 
8th Grade- Project Based Learning & Biology for HS credit. 
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Field Studies: 
a. EDU-Garden®: our school garden program is central to our school. Students are actively 
engaged in the garden every day where they learn about a myriad of subjects. Students in grades 
K-4 take bi-monthly field trips to the garden. Students in 5th grade are in the garden 3 days per 
week, for 50 minutes each day. Students in grades 6-8 choose either a science or arts track. If 
they choose the science track, they receive field research studies in the garden for 50 minutes, 
every day, for one semester, each year. When in the garden, the students learn a farm to table 
program that incorporates cooking and nutrition.  
b. Environmental Trips: as a part of our K-4 specials wheel, students study environmental issues 
to include exploring UNESCO world heritage sites as well as National, State and Local Parks. 
Several times during the year, students take environmental trips to local parks where they learn 
about Florida eco-systems. Additionally, students take campus walks and are encouraged to do 
walks at home to discover nature in their own back-yard. One of our goals this year is to 
establish Nature Walls in all K-4 classrooms.  
d. “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” Week: This week is the most important week in the life of 
our school. Students spend a week engrossed in hands on activities and participating in 
earth/environmental programs. For the 2015-2016 we currently have scheduled the following:  
Monday:  Environmental Bumper Sticker Design Contest Starts & Go Meatless Monday.  
Tuesday: Re-use- Reduce- Recycle Day & BFA Arbor Day. 
Wednesday: Water Awareness Day- SHOWER WATER COLLECTORS 
Thursday: Power- Down Day- No screen time! 
Friday:  Procession of the Species walk-a-thon- celebrate species diversification.  
Saturday: EDU-Garden® Day 
Sunday: Beach Clean Up Day 
Every Day in Home Team- Stanley Story Starter 
 
e. Beach Clean Up: During “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” week, students participate in our 
annual beach/park clean-up which we have conducted at various sites. This year we plan to clean 
a section of Jupiter Beach. We encourage our families to take part in the monthly beach clean-
ups that happen in Jupiter at the first of each month.  
f. Field Trips: Annually, the BFA administrative team creates a field trip calendar where each 
grade takes at least one arts related trip and one environmental trip. Our annual field trip list is as 
follows, additional environmental trips may be taken:  

Kindergarten: In house programs  
 1st Grade:  Loggerhead Turtle Museum & Theater Production 
 2nd Grade: Hobe Sound Nature Center & Cultural Center 
 3rd Grade: Benders Farm & Cultural Center 
 4th Grade: River Center or Grassy Waters & St. Augustine (capstone trip)  
 5th Grade: Mounts Botanical Gardens or Unbelievable Acres & Cultural Center 
 6th Grade: Cultural Center & State or National Park (capstone trip) 
 7th Grade: Palm Beach Zoo & University Sporting Event (capstone trip) 
 8th Grade: Cultural Center & EPCOT (capstone trip) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 At BFA we bring nature into the classroom 

And take students out into nature. All subjects are 

Integrated with nature! 

BFA students in class studying plants. 

 

Copy of a BFA student journal where they have 

taken notes about the carbon cycle.  

BFA students on a computer, notice the plants 

this teacher 

has placed near the computer.  

 

BFA students sitting in the bean tee-pee built in 

the garden. 

 

New for 2015-2016 BFA has adopted the use of 

Nature Walls in the classroom. 
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BFA student created books as a part of the 

garden program. These books are made by kids 

for kids! 

 

BFA teachers incorporate health & 

nutrition into their lessons. BFA 

student created book. 

 

Ms. Courtney holding a BFA student created 

book explaining our field to table program. 

 

Pictured to the 

right here are 

BFA students 

cracking our 

organically raised 

chicken eggs. 

Students learn 

about raising 

chickens, 

collecting the 

egss, safe 

handling, cooking 

and eating! 

 

BFA Students cutting veggies 

grown in the garden. 

 

Teachers incorporate math and 

nutrition into this lesson. 

Students learned about 

nutrition and calories. Then 

they got on a rowing machine 

and learned about how calorie 

intake vs. output. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here students learn from a 

local botanist and invasive 

species expert, Gary 

Barnett, about Florida 

native and invasive plants. 

 

To the right is another 

example of a student life 

science journal. 

 

Every 

classroom at 

BFA must 

have world 

maps and a 

map of the 

continent 

being 

studied. 

 

Here a BFA student is 

holding a chicken while 

visiting the compost bin. 

 

New to BFA 2015-2016 we 

started a garden fairy and 

gnome project to capture 

the children’s imagination. 

 

An important part of a BFA education is field trips. 

Here 6
th

 grade students make their annual visit to  

MacArthur State Park. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here students pet and feed 

rabbits in the garden. A 

BFA Green Ambassador 

can be seen here assisting 

younger students.  

 

In this journal, students are 

noting the classification of 

animals. Having hands on 

experience like you can see 

here where a BFA student is 

holding a chicken, helps 

students better understand 

these abstract concepts.  

 

Pictured above here, students 

annually  build animal cells out 

of edibles in the outdoor 

classroom. 

 

Pictured here, 3
rd

 graders 

pick strawberries at Benders 

farm. 3
rd

 grade takes this 

trip every year. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every fall, BFA students participate in a school wide 

science fair. Student work is displayed and students 

K-8 tour the campuses to explore the projects.  

 

Pictured here is a teacher 

conducting a lesson 

outdoors. 

 

Here a BFA student 

explores the soil while 

visiting the garden. 

 

To the right is an 8
th

 grade 

student on our annual trip 

to Epcot where students 

travel around the world one 

last time before graduation! 

 

BFA incorporates all subjects with nature, 

to include art. These students enjoy 

painting flowers outside. 

 

Here we bring nature inside. The 

PB Zoo makes it’s annual visit to 

the BFA kindergarten in this 

picture. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A character story starter 

book is pictured here, 

written by a 4
th

 grade class. 

 

This year we 

had an 

academic 

door 

decoration 

contest and 

Ms. Nelson 

incorporated 

bats/nature 

and math! 

 

Pictured here, Kindergarten 

hosts annual skits the 

incorporate art, music, 

theater, literature and 

nature. 

 

Pictured here, 

Mrs. Williams 

is seen playing 

music while 

students skip 

and dance 

outside during 

PE. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured here, 5
th

 graders 

take the annual trip to 

Joyner’s Incredible Acres. 

Mr. Joyner has also 

conducted guest lectures at 

our garden days. 

 

Pictured here our very own Mrs. Pat & 

Mrs. Bergeron take students on a 

Florida scrub pine exploration. This is 

part of our monthly environmental trip 

program. 

 

Here 2
nd

 grade students to 

their annual trip to Hope 

Sound Nature Center.  

 

BFA teachers find creative 

ways to incorporate nature 

and the outdoors into 

lessons. Here students 

decorate bricks to be used in 

the garden. 

 

Every year BFA hold special activities for 

“Who Will Stand up for the Earth” week. 

Above here, a student works on a 

classroom activity and to the right students 

enjoy digging for worms. 

 

BFA Green Ambassadors 

can be seen here assisting 

younger students. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BFA music and mindfulness director, Mr. Suarez, 

regularly brings his students to the garden to 

practice music. They often provide entertainment 

for students working in the garden.  

 

Pictured here 2
nd

 grade 

students are receiving a 

hands-on lesson in our fish 

farm.  

 

Pictured below, a 7
th

 grader 

uses a foot print guide to 

identify a print found on 

campus. 

 

This year we celebrated 

frogs and their importance 

in the environment for leap 

year. Pictured here is an 

activity completed by a 5
th

 

grade student. 

 

Leap year lessons in 3
rd

 grade! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured here, 4
h
 grade students take an 

annual field trip to Grassy Waters.  

 

Above, BFA 8
th

 Grade students learn about 

seed and propagation. Last year BFA had 

the only middle school in PBC that took 

Biology for HS credit and all 6 students 

passed the EOC.  

 

Every year BFA hold special activities for 

“Who Will Stand up for the Earth” week. 

Here students attended a guest lecture 

about plants and trees.. 

 

Pictured below- student art work from earth week dries 

outside on the fence.  

Pictured here, two BFA 

students integrated art, 

recycling and theater into a 

classroom skit about the 

environment. Yes- she is 

wearing a newspaper and a 

hat made of leaves! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured here BFA students 

explore a sea urchin! 

 

This fall, teachers incorporated campfire stories into their 

language arts lessons. In the dark and in the light, students 

listen to stories. 

Here, BFA teachers incorporate math into a fall/nature 

theme where students make predictions about the weight of 

pumpkins, weigh them, remove the insides and weigh them 

again. They then compare the results and eat roasted 

pumpkin seeds.  

 

Here a BFA teacher 

reads a story to 

elementary students in 

the garden. 
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Part C. Narrative Summary and Documentation  
IV. Community Involvement: 
Partnerships within the School Building:  
a. EDU-Garden® Books: Each year, students in the 7th grade science elective program complete a 
garden book project. This project requires students to develop story boards, complete a story line and 
include illustrations in the final product that goes to publication. After these are published, the stories are 
used in the lower grades to teach the students about our garden and the environment.  
b.BFA Green Ambassadors& Lighthouse Leaders:  Bright Futures Academy (BFA) developed a “BFA 
Green Ambassadors” program for students in grades 5-8 this year and a “Lighthouse Leaders” program 
for students in grades 3-4 last year. These students are responsible for various activities that take place on 
the BFA campuses. Both groups meet regularly and make decisions about what needs to be done on 
campus to improve BFA and to teach others about the importance of reduce, re-use, recycle. Additionally, 
BFA Green Ambassadors may volunteer in the school garden after regular school hours. 
c.BFA Green Ambassadors and EDU-Garden® trips: students in grades K-4 take trips to the garden 
twice each month. During this time the BFA Green Ambassadors (5-8th graders) assist the garden staff by 
leading centers for the K-4 students. The Ambassadors create information boards and lead projects, read 
stories and monitor the animals for the younger students. 
Community Service Projects: 
a.Beach Clean up: every year during “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” week, BFA staff and families 
participate in a beach clean-up. This year the beach clean-up will take place at the Jupiter Beach.  
b.Invasive Species project: BFA staff spoke with the Florida Department of Fisheries and began an 
invasive species removal project. Through an afterschool fishing club and through the garden program, 
students catch fish from the local waterway, keeping the invasive species and returning the natives. Once 
the invasives have been caught, we use them in our fish farm to educate the students about fish, invasive 
species and aquaponics.  
Community Partnerships in School Activities: The BFA administrative team, the Green Ambassadors 
and our Parent Volunteer network come together to discuss ways that BFA can most effectively and 
efficiently increase our Green Schools Project. Through these meetings and brainstorming sessions, we 
have created the following connections and partnerships.  
a.Newsletters, Facebook, Twitter & Website:  BFA produces a weekly newsletter and actively submits 
information on our website and social media. 
b.Audubon Society of the Everglades: This year we made a connection with the Audubon Society to 
develop a bird habitat and to further educate our community about the importance of birds.  
c.Mounts Botanical Gardens: the BFA garden director, Pat Rentz, received her Master Gardener 
designation from Mounts and continues to attend their trainings and workshops. Pat brings her 
information back to the school where she educates our staff and community.  
d.B-7: this year we made an amazing connection with Brennan Kahl and the B-7 organization. This 
organization advocates for ocean awareness and reaches people all over the world regarding their passion 
for saving our seas. BFA students actively participated in a project put on by B-7 which was subsequently 
published on their website and can be viewed at http://www.be-7.com/writings/teach-children-to-
stand-up-for-the-earth 
e.Whole Foods: Whole Foods and the Whole Kids Foundation has been an amazing sources of funding, 
support, food, plants and education. Throughout the year, Whole Foods provides us with Orchids which 
we use to educate our students, staff and families. Additionally, they have provided staff training and 
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student educational programs regarding nutrition and cooking. This year, due to a company-wide staff 
reduction policy, BFA hired a former Whole Foods Nutrition Education specialist to work in our garden 
program and she has been a wealth of knowledge. We were asked speak about our positive experience at 
a Whole Foods event; however, the program was cancelled for this year and we were asked to possibly 
speak in 2017. We participated in their 5% back day where we raised over $7,000 and we received a 
$2,000 garden grant. Whole Foods regularly supplies us with food for our garden events, cooking clubs 
and Thanksgiving Day Feast. See email embedded here- 
Hello Kendall, 
 
I head up the Healthy Teachers Program across the country and was going over some information in our 
surveys that sparked an interest in your class a couple of years ago. 
 
I noticed from the surveys that there seemed to be a lot of learnings happening during the class and wanted to 
see if you have in fact seen a positive response in healthy eating with your staff since the Healthy Teachers 
Program in August of 2013 (I know that is a long time ago, but wanted to see either way). 
 
If you wouldn’t mind reaching back when you have a second, I would greatly appreciate it. Thanks!  

 

 

DAN MAREK 
School Programs Manager and Chef 
807 Las Cimas Pkwy, Suite 145, Austin, TX 78746 
O 512.542.3848  
WholeKidsFoundation.org 
A Whole Foods Market Foundation 

f.Trader Joes: this year we started a relationship with Trader Joes and they graciously donated turkeys for 
our annual Thanksgiving Day Feast. We are looking forward to working with them more in the future. 
g.Dr. Gillan: Garden director, Mrs. Pat made a connection with a local veterinarian that has been a wealth 
of information for our staff and students. Dr. Gillan has agreed to provide us with free vet services for our 
flock of 13 chickens and 10 rabbits. Dr. Gillan speaks with our students about being a vet and caring for 
animals. He felt so comfortable with our school environment; he donated his two pet rabbits to our 
program. On occasion, when space permits, BFA has also adopted other rabbits that needed a home. 
h.Lopez Island School: This year, BFA founder, Kendall Artusi, made a connection with the Lopez Island 
School garden benefactors and founders, Michele and Steve Heller. Our communication and sharing of 
ideas has spread the enthusiasm for our programs spanning coast to coast.  
i.Center for Social Change: This year, BFA began working with Bill Burdette, director and founder of the 
Center for Social Change. Through this contact, Mr. Burdette was able to provide our school with a 
Wellness Coach and Counselor to facilitate our mindfulness and mental health programs.  
j.Riley Stress Reduction: This year, in an effort to further develop our mindfulness and stress reduction 
program, we started developing a relationship with Dr. Edwin Riley who also works with the 
Hippocroties institute. Dr. Riley has developed a stress reduction program and we are working together to 
implement a program in our schools for staff, students and families.  
k.Riley’s Reef: This year, BFA developed a relationship with Riley’s Reef aquarium supply and service. 
They have agreed to assist our school with our fish farm and to help us further develop the hydroponics 
program.  
l.BFA Alumi Program: This year, BFA established a goal to further enhance our alumni program. This 
year we employed two former BFA students as teachers in our school. Additionally, we expanded our 
opportunities for high school alumni to complete community service hours in our garden and on campus.  
    

https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audubon Society of the Everglades Volunteers 

EDU-Garden® Day November 21, 2015 pictures on this page. 

BFA hosts bi-annual garden days where school families, staff 

and community members join us for a day of FREE educational 

activities, food, art creations and garden projects. These events 

are held in the fall before Thanksgiving and during “Who Will 

Stand up for the Earth” week which falls on the Saturday after 

Earth Day. 

Books and Information brought to educate 

our visitors on garden day. 

A Bright Futures Student using the Audubon 

Display to measure his wingspan 

Fresh Organic veggies 

for our chili! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDU-Garden® Day November 21, 2015 pictures on this page. Each year 

we invite guest speakers and chefs. Whole Foods, Trader Joes and Chez 

Jean Pierre have donated food for this event. This fall our theme was 

birds and we started a new bird area for the students and volunteers 

worked to improve the chicken coop. 

Books and Information brought to educate 

our visitors on garden day. 

Here a dad watches his 

son dissect an owl pellet. 
Above is an owl box used 

by Mr. Rex Knoth 

during his owl 

demonstration. 

On garden day, BFA 

students painted pictures 

of birds with the help of 

our art teacher/director. 

On garden day, BFA students 

give garden tours to families and 

friends (tour directors above and 

garden picture below) 
Children made pine cone 

bird feeders. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Community 

Volunteer 

making 

Vegetarian Chili! 

Chef Terry Sobel of Chez Jean Pierre 

volunteers to cook annually at our spring 

garden day. He shares wonderful French 

recipes and our guests enjoy food prepared 

by an award winning Chef! 

An article about Mrs. Pat published in 

Mounts magazine. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole Foods has been an unbelievable sponsor for our garden 

program! Pictured here pictures from various events that they 

have put on and sponsored for BFA.  

Above and below 

are pictures from 

a lunch and learn 

event held for 

BFA Students-

2015. 

Pictured here is 

the food from 

Whole Foods for 

the work in the 

garden day! 

Lunch and 

learn 

sandwich 

making. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students pictured here 

fishing in the canal next 

to our school, removing 

invasive species.  

BFA students and staff give back to the 

community through annual beach & 

park cleanups 

Below is a picture of 

Whole Foods Staff 

members that 

volunteered to work in 

our garden! 
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Pictured Above- Lady Ann Scott-2012 

Pictured Below- Representative Allen West-2013 

BFA invites politicians and local figures to visit our school and 

talk about the importance of getting involved in the political 

process and voting! 

Mr. Frank 

Biden, brother 

of Vice President 

Joe Biden talks 

to students about 

his passion for 

science. 

Pictured above and 

below- BFA staff 

members participate 

in the march against 

Monsanto. 

BFA builds a strong 

alumni through 

activities like our 

annual 

staff/student/alumni 

basketball game.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BFA students 

pictured here 

using an 

invention 

made by one 

of our 

families- the 

Lawn Saver. 

World 

Renowned 

golf course 

architect, 

Jim Fazio 

is pictured 

here with 

Mrs. Pat 

after 

visiting us 

on garden 

day and 

donating 

some of his 

organic 

fertilizer. 

2015 
Dr. Gillan 

bringing his 

bunnies to our 

garden for 

their new 

home! 2016 

Dr. Gillan 

takes care of 

the BFA 

bunnies and 

chickens. 

Just a 

beautiful 

picture of our 

garden! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BFA gives back to the community by giving all of our 

organically grown produce to our school families and 

staff.  

BFA students participated in an interactive discussion for environmental activist 

Brennan Kahl, pictured here. She went on to write an amazing article about our 

school which a part of is shown above. You can read the entire article at 

http://www.be-7.com/writings/teach-children-to-stand-up-for-the-earth  

Pictured below, BFA hosts an annual Thanksgiving 

Feast for all of our families.   



Bright Futures Academy Administrative Support 
 

Part C. Narrative Summary and Documentation  
V. Administrative Support: 
School Philosophy and Culture: Bright Futures Academy, at the core, is a school that focuses 
on educating the whole child, to include the environment. The mission of Bright Futures 
Academy (BFA) is to provide families with an educational alternative to the currently available 
academic programs, for students enrolling in grades K-8, in accordance with the highest 
professional standards and in cooperation with school families, key stakeholders and community 
members; in an effort to foster individualized education in a safe, nurturing environment that 
focuses on core academics with an emphasis on international awareness, social tolerance, and 
environmental conservation while educating the whole child- mind, body and character. 

BFA’s founder and institutional leader has worked hard to create a supportive environment for 
the development of curriculum integration with art, music, Spanish, physical education and 
environmental studies into all core subject areas. This can be evidenced through the school 
policies, staff development practices and support programs put in place for staff. 

An example of BFA school is included below:  
All classrooms must include a Nature Wall (p.6) 
EDU-Garden® BFA operates a garden program that is maintained by the garden department and 
the facilities department. The garden grounds are maintained using only organic 
pesticides/herbicides and/or fungicides. All outdoor equipment must be kept in good working 
order and the grounds must be free of garbage, debris and clutter. The garden also maintains a 
kitchen and classroom which must follow all of the above mentioned guidelines for facilities.  
The garden houses animals and grows vegetables for human consumption. With this being said, 
there must be adequate shade and a watering system for the plants and animals.  

All compost bins are to be kept according to the highest standards to create healthy compost and 
to eliminate the potential for vector. The physical and structural integrity of the compost bins 
must be solid and secure. No processed foods, dairy products, weeds, yard trimmings or animal 
protein should ever be placed into the compost bins. Additionally, only biodegradable products 
can be deposited, which means there should be no plastic, metal, rubber, nylon, cloth or glass of 
any kind.  Preferred items to be deposited into the compost bins are as follows (3:1 Carbon to 
Nitrogen Ratio); Egg shells (Nitrogen); Coffee, Filters & coffee grounds (Nitrogen); Fruit & 
vegetable peelings and other vegetative matter- NO SALAD DRESSING (Nitrogen); Shredded 
paper products (Carbon); dead leaves (Carbon); Hay (Carbon) (P. 7) 
Conservation: BFA supports conservation efforts through the use of recycling, reducing and re-
using. When possible, BFA utilizes furniture that has been re-distributed through the School 
District of Palm Beach County or furniture that has been donated from local business entities. 
Bright Futures sets the example of conservation through incorporating school-wide recycling, 
turning off lights in rooms not in use, using bio-degradable and/or environmentally friendly 
cleaning products, utilizing materials provided by The Resource Depot, adopting a “no idling” 
policy for school operated vehicles, web-based information distribution, water-filling stations, 
using only organic fertilizers/pesticides and/or fungicides, using bio-degradable paper products, 
green carpet cleaning & eating utensils, and other practices of sustainability. (P.8) 
 



Bright Futures Academy Administrative Support 
 

Additionally, staff are encouraged to be physically active and participate in school functions. 
Contests are often held to reward those who “practice what we preach” through classroom design 
and personal accomplishments.  
Professional Development:  
BFA professional development is led by the school founder; supported by the administration; 
and attended by ALL STAFF, not just teachers. In return for their additional time, BFA staff are 
not required to work on teacher work days throughout the year. All BFA staff return to school on 
the first Monday of August. During this time, all staff must attend staff training that is conducted 
by BFA administration and lead teachers. Our goal is to create a school culture through training 
and experiential learning. For experiential learning BFA takes staff on off-site field trips where 
they can experience Florida’s natural environment. Trips have included the Busch Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Project Wet & Wild, MacArthur State Park, Johnathan Dickenson State Park, Touring 
Peanut Island, Kayaking around Munyon Island, Fishing on the Blue Heron, Loggerhead Turtle 
Hospital, EPCOT behind the Seeds and City Roots in Columbia, SC. BFA also conducts 
trainings in the garden where staff help build, clean and maintain the garden.  
 
Throughout the year, BFA staff attend on site trainings on half days where we cover topics 
specific to our school programs. This year, BFA added significant trainings in mindfulness and 
meditation techniques in an effort to address the emotional/psychological needs of our students. 
Other trainings include the following: what does it mean to be a green school? The BFA garden 
program and living a healthy life style; parent communication techniques; reducing stress in the 
classroom; classroom management; bringing nature into the classroom, etc.  
BFA understands that working in our school is quite different from most and can be a challenge; 
therefore, our administrative team has an open door, supportive policy to assist those in need. 
Additionally we have a staff counselor available and a teacher mentor that provides assistance 
with lesson planning, classroom management and the stress of working in a busy school! 
Planning: 
BFA sets goals every year with the objective of improving existing, discontinuing unsuccessful 
and implementing new program. The BFA administrative team consists of administrative 
personnel as well as lead teachers. Decision about programs are made by the team and then 
discussed with the entire staff during weekly meetings. Additionally, the Parent Volunteer 
Director is included in meetings and is a part of the staff email distribution. Some of the BFA 
goals for 2015-2016 are as follows:  

1. Secure a Management Company to ensure program sustainability using economies of 
scale and to expand to other areas of the county, state and country. 

2. Improve the existing Garden Program Habitats- Fish, Chickens & Rabbits. 
3. Enlist additional school special program sponsors. 
4. Begin Mindfulness, Mediation and Stress Reduction Program. 
5. Apply for the Green Schools Recognition Award. 

Sharing Success and Lessons: 
BFA hosts a website and Facebook page where we share our ideas with the world. We also work 
with schools locally and across the country to support efforts to bring environmental education to 
their schools. We are currently sharing ideas with a network of over 100 schools in 6 different 
states.  We are scheduled to conduct training in Miami to a network of school principals during 
the month of April. Within our school, BFA teachers share ideas and lesson plans through 
Google Drive. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year BFA staff come back the first Monday in August for 

intensive staff training. All staff training is focused on instilling the 

school culture which focuses on educate students- mind, body and 

character with a focus on the environment. 

BFA staff at Busch 

Wildlife 

BFA Staff outside team 

building exercise. 

BFA staff exploration exercise 
at Project Wild Training. 

BFA Staff building their own 
creature out of trash.   

Pictured here, BFA founder & 

institutional leader Ms. Kendall Artusi 

handles a snake found during a staff 

development in the garden.     

Every year BFA administration encourages 

participation and the use of lessons in 

Project Wet and Wild. BFA uses google 

drive to share lessons and ideas. 

Pictured here, BFA 

staff attend a training 

at Busch Wildlife.    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

BFA Staff going fishing on 

the Blue Heron as part of a 

staff development day.  

Over the years this has 

been an amazing experience 

for our staff, especially 

because many have never 

been fishing, never been on 

a boat and are new to 

Florida. This experience 

gives them first-hand 

experience in Florida 

ecology. We catch fish, spot 

dolphin and turtles. 

BFA staff spend a 

Day at the beach 

exploring.    

BFA staff 

exploring what 

lives in the Lake 

Worth Lagoon.    
Pictured here, BFA 

staff attend a training 

at MacArthur State 

Park.    

Pictured here, BFA 

staff kayak around 

Munyon Island.    



From: Kendall Artusi [mailto:kendall.artusi@brightfuturesacademy.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 4, 2015 10:12 PM 
To: Christina Pearce <christina@4socialchange.org> 
Cc: Bill Burdette <wrb@inetcharities.org>; henry.digiacinto@brightfuturesacademy.com 
Subject: Re: Wellness Coach - meditation workshop 
  

Hi- just touching base. We started our staff training today and our staff was open minded and 

receptive to our introductory lesson onmindfulness. We had a yoga instructor teach a 40 minute 

chair yoga class and everyone seemed to really enjoy to break from the intensity of Bright 

Futures University training!  

 

Tomorrow our Arts Director is conduct in a concentration circle training.  

  

We are looking forward to your visit :) 

  

Thanks!  

  

Sent from my iPhone 

 

On Jul 30, 2015, at 2:28 PM, Christina Pearce <christina@4socialchange.org> wrote: 

 

Hello Kendall! Great speaking with you today, I love what you are doing for your team and I 

look forward to our meditation sessions.   

 

Just wanted to go over what we spoke about and loop Bill and Henry into our plan thus far. 

 

Dates and times for our Meditation training session... 

August 12th at 11am 

September 17th at 1:30pm 

October 8th at 1:30pm ( correct me if I'm wrong about this time?) 

 

The training will be for roughly 50 people.   

 

I can send you a breakdown of each session before hand so you can look it over and I will 

provide some handouts for your team.  

 

 

Be Well! 

 

Christina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured here, BFA 

staff attend a training 

in Quigong, given by 

Dr. Edwin Riley. This 

training was part of a 

series of mindfulness 

training conducted 

this year.  

mailto:kendall.artusi@brightfuturesacademy.com
mailto:christina@4socialchange.org
mailto:wrb@inetcharities.org
mailto:henry.digiacinto@brightfuturesacademy.com
mailto:christina@4socialchange.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above, BFA staff 

paint the school 

banner which is used 

at all BFA events. To 

the left you can see 

our school banner 

being used at the 

showcase of schools. 

In this picture is 

Teacher Mentor, Mrs. 

Mary Foley who is on 

staff solely to support 

BFA staff, 

particularly beginning 

teachers. 

Mrs. Mary Foley- 

Teacher Mentor    

Pictured to the left is 

the garden 

department wall of 

fame. BFA issues 

awards such as 

program of the year 

seen here and requires 

staff to hang their 

diplomas and 

certifications in their 

classrooms to bring 

honor to the 

profession of teaching. 

To the right, staff 

discuss a portrait 

drawing, arts 

integration lesson with 

founder Kendall Artusi. 

At BFA we foster a 

culture where students 

come first. Staff are 

required to attend our 

after- hours events that 

occur monthly. Pictured 

to the left a BFA teacher 

reads to students at a 

Barnes and Noble night.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1
st
 Grade 

Classroom 

literacy 

lagoon.    

3
rd

 Grade 

Reading Tiki 

Hut.   

3
rd

 Grade 

Continent 

design.   

BFA 

teachers 

are 

encouraged 

to use 

teacher 

created 

materials.   

Middle school 

library.   

2
nd

 Grade 

Room    

At BFA all 

classrooms 

must have a 

library and 

reading 

area.    

At BFA we encourage 

staff to creatively 

integrate art, music, 

physical education 

and the environment 

in their classroom 

design and daily 

lessons. Periodically 

we have contests for 

the best lesson or 

classroom. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Pictured to the right, 

Mr. D gives the 3 lap 

signal while walking 

in the Turkey Trot! 

Pictured to the left, 

our BFA staff ran in 

the 5k Heroes for 

education raised funds 

for our school.  

 

BFA encourages staff 

to exercise, eat healthy 

and practice 

meditation or other 

healthy stress 

reduction techniques. 

 

Every Year we host 

and/or participate in a 

run. Additionally, we 

have an annual 

staff/alumni/student 

basketball game. 

Students from as far 

back as 10 years 

graduated attend. 

 

   

Three pictures here of our 

annual 

staff/alumni/student 

basketball game. We have 

moved the games to the 

NPB Community Center 

due to our large crowds. 

K-4
th

 Grade 

Campus 

Principal.    

Art teacher & 

director.    

Other three 

staff pictured: 

Kindergarten 

2
nd

 Grade and 

Middle School 

Teachers.   



Kendall Artusi <kendall.artusi@brightfuturesacademy.com> 
 

Feb 25 (11 days 
ago) 

 

 
 

 

to BFA 

 
 

Hello all! We are excited to announce our Leap Year Activities for Monday, February 29th. We would like to 
make this a fun day for all and for the entire school K-8 to incorporate Environmentally based studies into your 
lessons for the day. We will be giving out 2 $50 gift cards, one for K-4 and one for 5-8 for the best submitted 
lesson plans. Please upload your plans to Google Drive into the folder labeled K-4 Leap YearLessons or 5-
8 Leap Year Lessons.  
 
Also- we want everyone to dress either in green or as a frog on this day. Mr. Newby is planning 
some leap frog activities and the kids can sing frog songs, to include "it's not easy being green" by none other 
than Kermit the Frog!  The lyrics of this song can also be used in Home Team- here are the lyrics.  

It's not that easy being green; 
Having to spend each day the color of the leaves. 
When I think it could be nicer being red, or yellow or gold- 
or something much more colorful like that. 

It's not easy being green. 
It seems you blend in with so many other ordinary things. 
And people tend to pass you over 'cause you're not standing out like flashy 
sparkles in the water- 
or stars in the sky. 

But green's the color of Spring. 
And green can be cool and friendly-like. 
And green can be big like the ocean, or important like a mountain, or tall like a 
tree. 

When green is all there is to be 
It could make you wonder why, but why wonder? Why Wonder, I am green 
and it'll do fine, it's beautiful! 
And I think it's what I want to be. 

Other ideas-  
 
1. "It's Easy Being Green at Bright Futures Academy!" Have the students talk about what it means to be 
"green" and to be a "green school". The art departments will also be working with the kids on this when we 
begin our "design your dream green school" project.  
 
2. Why are Frogs important to our environment? Check out Save The Frogs  
 
http://www.savethefrogs.com/ 
 
Frogs are considered barometers in our environment because they absorb through their skin. We will re-visit 
Save the Frogs Day, April 30th, during our environmental week leading up to Earth Day & EDU-Garden Day.  
Have Fun!! 

Email to staff about Leap Year- 

Student Frog poem from an 

implemented lesson.    

http://www.savethefrogs.com/


Michele Heller <micheleheller@icloud.com> 
 

Feb 

18 

 

 
 

 
to me, rileystressref.                                 http://www.lopezislandschool.org/programs/farm/works 

 
 

Hi Kendall, 

It was such a pleasure to talk with you yesterday - and so inspiring to hear of all you and your colleagues are  

Doing to help children. 

As promised, here is one of the two links we discussed; 

Center for Ecoliteracy 

www.ecoliteracy.org/sites/...CEL_Big_Ideas_Alignment_K-12.pdf 

Big Ideas: A New Alignment With Academic Standards | Ecoliteracy.org 

Big Ideas: Linking Food, Culture, Health and the Environment. 

In the next email I will send info on the Food Safety Lab. 

Many thanks to you for all you do, and to Edwin for getting us together! 

Many blessings, 

Michele 

206-660-9447 

360-468-3618 

micheleheller@mac.com 

 
 

Feb 

19 

 

 
 

 

   
 

 
On Feb 25, 2016, at 7:38 PM, Eric Gonzalez-Tablada <egonzaleztablada@academica.org> wrote: 

to me 

 
 

 

Kendall, 
 
I am volunteering for Leadership Miami and we are building a community garden for the Little Haitian 
community and also writing a curriculum for the school across the street in Little Haiti. I was wondering if I could 
get a copy or outline of your curriculum to use it as a base for the community volunteer school. We won't use it 
word for word just wanted a guideline. Happy to explain more if need be over the phone. 
 
Thank you,  Eric Gonzalez-Tabalda 
 
Kendall, 
 
I first want to say once again how grateful we are for your interest and for offering to help us build a community 
garden for the Little  Haitian community.  CC'D on here is Thrive305 team leader(our group name) Catherine, I 
have given her a brief synopsis about the conversation we had early this afternoon. Kendall if your available for 
a call anytime before noon tomorrow that would be great.  
 
Thanks,  Eric Gonzalez-Tablada  
 

 
Thrive 305 via Project for Public Spaces 

March 4 at 7:18am ·  

Our purpose is to help grow 
 our community –Thrive305 in  
partnership with Miami Jewish Health  
System and Archbishop Curley 
School in Little Haiti. 
https://www.facebook.com/Thrive305/ 

Here are two email examples of our recent 

efforts to support and collaborate with 

other schools and organizations across the 

state and country.  

http://www.ecoliteracy.org/sites/...CEL_Big_Ideas_Alignment_K-12.pdf
mailto:micheleheller@mac.com
mailto:egonzaleztablada@academica.org
https://www.facebook.com/Thrive305/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Thrive305/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/projectforpublicspaces/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/Thrive305/posts/472875426246008
http://www.pps.org/blog/beyond-food-community-gardens-as-places-of-connection-and-empowerment/


Bright Futures Academy Innovation 
 

Part C. Narrative Summary and Documentation  
VI: Innovation: At Bright Futures Academy (BFA), innovation and research are central to 
everything that implement in our school. We can’t list everything here- there is not enough 
room! Below is a sample of our “Green School” living:  
1. Three Partners in Education: home, student, school connection. We host town hall meetings 4 
times per year and include environmental topics. We have a comprehensive Parent Volunteer 
program that is involved with making green decisions to include our green fundraisers like book 
fairs, Tree Ring Year Book and walk-a-thons.  
2. “Time In Techniques”: this program addresses the psychological needs of students through 
counseling and provides a listening room for students and staff to express their emotions.  
3. Home Team: students participate in meditation/mindfulness/stress reduction practices daily. 
4. Integrated Studies: the integration of subject areas with an emphasis on internationalism and 
environmental studies. Students and teachers travel around the world in 180 days and explore the 
various continents and geographical/environmental features associated with those regions. This 
continues into our aftercare and half day programs.  
5.  Foreign language acquisition- Spanish is incorporated into all special area subjects, to include 
the garden and environmental studies. Annually we host a Spanish Festival for K-4 students in 
the garden which includes exploration and cooking.  
6. Physical Education/Health/Nutrition: students receive physical activity every day to combat 
obesity. They also receive instruction in health and nutrition education.  
7. Fine Arts Development: music & art expand student cultural development, stimulate brain 
development and creativity. Art and music are integrated into all subjects, to include the garden 
and the use of recycled materials is required. 
8. Environmental Studies: students participate in programs to facilitate a better understanding of 
the environment and the impacts we have on the world around us. Environmental science was 
added to the specials wheel this year. Students enjoy nature walks around campus and at local 
parks as a part of this program. We celebrate “Who Will Stand Up for the Earth” week that 
coincides with earth day every year. It is a week of environmental awareness and activities. 
9. EDU-Garden® - Educate, Dig, Unite! Students take part in a hand-on learning environment 
that follows an organic, farm to table program aimed at educating them toward a healthy life 
style and much more. The garden is the heart beat of our school and drives our green innovation. 
We have chickens and rabbits that are an important part of our garden program. We have a fish 
farm and stock it with invasive species that we remove from the local water ways. We host bi-
annual garden days where we cook for our families and provide art projects, guest lectures, and 
garden building lessons, all for free. We distribute all food grown in our garden to our school 
community members. We teach students about agriculture locally and around the world. 
10. High School Alumni Program- former BFA students return to us every year to volunteer in 
the school and particularly in the garden. The assist with our after school program as well. 
11. Campus Wide Conservation- it is a policy of BFA to reduce, re-use and recycle. From the 
furniture that we receive as donations, to our use of “green” food service products, BFA is 
conscientious about waste. Our newsletters are not printed; they are published on our website, 
social media sites and circulated through our email system. Our students use journals and we 
discourage the use of reproducibles by teachers. We implement water conservation measures 
through the use of low-volume toilets, rain barrels and hand watering. We track our electric use. 
12. BFA is an ORGANIC campus! All organic cleaning products and pesticides/herbicides are 
used. We don’t kill bees- we call a bee keeper! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our staff are 
innovative! Pictured 

here, Mrs. Pat 
dressed up her 

favorite chicken and 
is feeding her raisins! 

In how many 
schools do 
you find 
chickens 

walking into a 
classroom? At 

BFA it can 
happen any 

day. 

In 2008 BFA began a 9/11 program led by employee John 
Napolitano. Every year 8th grade students visit a memorial and 
present first responders with a token of our appreciation. John 

lost his son, a NYC Fire fighter, in the Twin Towers.  

Pictured below is an advertisement in our 
weekly newsletter for one of our half day 
programs. BFA students travel around the 
world all year during the school day and 

in the after school program.    

At BFA we focus on mind, body and character. 
Students participate in mindfulness/meditation 

and stress reduction techniques. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BFA uses Facebook and our website to post weekly 
newsletters instead of printing newsletters to save 

paper. In the above edition of the newsletter you can 
see our parent connection program.  

BFA hosts an 
environmental 

science page on 
our website 

where we give 
tips and post 

current articles 
about the 

environment.  

To the left is the 
BFA trademark 

and school 
motto.   

On our Facebook page you can 
see our nature wall.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Ray Mina <rmina@treering.com> 

Every year, the 
BFA garden 

hosts a Spanish 
festival for 

students in K-4. 
Students in 

grades 5-8 assist 
in this program. 

BFA 
incorporates 

Spanish in all K-
4 electives to 
include art, 

music and PE.   

BFA Students 
pictured here are 
learning about 

fish- in Spanish. 

Here Mrs. Ancona 
teaches students how 

to ground corn to 
make tortillas. 

BFA students sort and 
identify seeds. Notice the 
sign in the background- it 

is in Spanish. 

Check out this 
amazing display that 
BFA students get to 

explore on the special 
Spanish Festival Day.  

mailto:rmina@treering.com


Reply-To: Ray Mina <rmina@treering.com> 
To: timeflys1@earthlink.net 
Subject: Congrats. 118 trees are being planted in Bright Futures Academy's 
 name. 
Date: Thu, 17 Sep 2015 15:00:34 +0000 
                                 

Hi Julie, 

I'm writing today to congratulate Bright Futures Academy on being a TreeRing Green Yearbook School! Since you sold 118 yearbooks last year,              
trees in your school's name. And, because of that, you're also eligible to use this badge on your website: 

 
If you'd like to use it, just send the below code to your website administrator and have them add it to the page you'd like it to appear on. It's that e  

<a href="http://www.treering.com/environmentally-friendly-yearbooks"><img src="http://media.treering.com/badge.png" alt="TreeRing Green Yea    

Thanks so much for working with us. We can't wait to see how many trees you plant this year. 

Ray 

 

Javier Del Sol, a professional story teller presents stories to our K-4th grade students.  He has been 
working with our school for 10 years. He incorporates Spanish heritage into his program and the 
students love him. We have also incorporated a follow up where kids write/illustrate his stories. 

BFA teachers and students are always looking for 
innovative ways to do something normal. To the 

right, students used old bricks to make plant signs.  

This is an email written to us 
from Tree Ring, the 

yearbook company that we 
have been using now for 8 

years thanks to parent 
volunteer Julie Kulwicki.  

Above, Students are working in the garden and 
wearing green pennies. This year, to help with field 
management we developed a system where students 

wear different colored penniesthat correspond with the 
area in which they are assigned.  

mailto:rmina@treering.com
mailto:timeflys1@earthlink.net
http://www.treering.com/environmentally-friendly-yearbooks
http://media.treering.com/badge.png
http://www.treering.com/environmentally-friendly-yearbooks
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