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2/29-
3/4 

8th Grade FSA Writing 
Component 

3/1 4th -7th  Grade FSA Writing 
Component 

3/3 Spring Photos 8:30-10:30 AM 

3/10 5th Grade Field Trip to Mounts 
Botanical Garden 

3/18-
3/27 

SPRING BREAK NO SCHOOL 

F e b r u a r y  2 6 ,  2 0 1 6  V o l u m e  1 4 ,  I s s u e  2 5  

Lighthouse Campus: 757 Lighthouse Drive, North Palm Beach, FL 33408 P:561-776-1130 

Riverside Campus: 10350 Riverside Drive, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 P:561-253-7504 F:561-658-0565 

VOLUNTEER NEWS 
 The Spring Scholastic Book Fair will be 
held the week of March 14 on both campuses. 
Please watch this space for details as they are 
finalized. Spring Photos will be March 3 from 
8:30-10:30 AM on the Lighthouse Campus.
 A volunteer is needed to be next year’s 
yearbook manager. Volunteers are needed to 
assist with car line arrival at the Lighthouse 
campus from 7:30-8 a.m. each day. If you are 
interested in yearbook,  helping with car line 
arrival or other volunteer opportunities, 
please contact Mrs. Tracy Romp 
at Tracy.Romp@brightfuturesacademy.com. 

F S A  W r i t i n g  T e s t s  B E G I N  N E X T  W E E K  

 Standardized testing starts next week, with the Writing 

component of the Florida Standards Assessment admin-

istered to students in grades 4 through 

8. Eighth graders will be taking the test 

on the computer, while the other grades 

will take paper based tests. Students 

who receive accommodations per Indi-

vidualized Education Plans or 504s will 

test in accordance with those plans. Due 

to the limitations on computer based 

testing, 8th graders will test in groups 

over three days, from Monday until 

Wednesday with each group testing one day. Students 

in grades 4-7 will take paper based tests, and will test on 

Tuesday, March 1.  

Please make sure that your students are well rested, 

have a good breakfast on the day of the test, and arrive 

at school on time to ensure the least disruption to the 

testing. Students may not have any electronic devices in 

their possession during testing; 

please leave cell phones, e-readers, 

and other electronic devices at 

home on testing days.  

The Florida Standards Assessment 

is a state-mandated test and partici-

pation is mandatory. If you have 

any questions, please contact the 

School Assessment Coordinator, 

Mr. Campbell at 

Ken.Campbell@BrightFuturesAcademy.com. You can 

also visit the Assessment Page of our website, under the 

Parents menu, for more information and links to other 

resources concerning testing.  

"It's Easy Being Green at 
Bright Futures Academy!"  

2016 is a Leap Year, and Monday, Feb 
29 is Leap Day! To celebrate, BFA 
students are encouraged to dress in 
green, or even as a frog! We will be 
having special lessons both about the 
Leap Year and about frogs, consid-

ered barometers in our environment 
because they absorb through their skin. 

Thank You To Mr. Hernandez For 

Volunteering His Expertise In The 

Computer Lab! 

mailto:Tracy.Romp@brightfuturesacademy.com
http://www.facebook.com/brightfuturesacademy


--Mrs. Fountain 

Field Day is coming soon! Kick off your Spring Break as 

you compete against your fellow classmates in tug of war, 

water balloon toss and varied relay races. Students will be 

divided in each grade into two 

teams (blue vs white).  A trophy will be given out to the winning team!  Make sure you 

come ready to compete and make history. 

Parent volunteers are needed.  Please contact eric.laders@brightfuturesacademy.com. 

There will be an intramural boys’ volleyball club, coached by Mr. O’Rourke, starting in 

Spring photos will be taken on March 3rd starting at 8:30. The photos will 

be taken at Lighthouse Campus - any 5th-8th grader wishing to purchase 

Spring pictures will be transported to Lighthouse. Students must purchase 

Spring photos in order to participate. Students getting their picture taken 

may wear their “Sunday Best.” All other students must be in uniform. Pay-

ment must be made prior to the picture day, either in cash or check or 

online. Please Contact Mrs. Merman at  

Carol.Merman@BrightFuturesAcademy.com For More Information.  

5th grade artists celebrated Chinese New Year by making a paper dragon puppets based on the legend of Nian. Students used a glue resist to outline areas 

filled with colorful charcoal pastels. According to legend, the only things that kept the ferocious dragon Nian at bay was the color red and loud noises! 

That's just one reason that Chinese New Year traditionally is celebrated with firecrackers and red paper decorations.  



™ 

-Ms. Pat 

It ’s Hip To Clip!  
 

Watch for the Box Tops For 
Education label and send 
them in to help BFA and 

earn Team Points! 

FROZEN FRIDAYS ARE BACK AT LIGHTHOUSE!  
POPSICLES ARE 50 CENTS EVERY FRIDAY! 

 In December of 2015, several elemen-
tary students and middle school EDU-
Garden™ students hosted Ms. Brennan 
Kahl from the be-7, a unique website 
about conservation and the people who 
live it. It was a beautiful experience as our 
students sat comfortably on the grass and 
discussed our oceans. They were asked a 
series of difficult questions and invited to 
openly share their thoughts and 
knowledge about the state of our oceans 
today.  
 Ms. Kahl was blown away and so was 
I as we listened to their answers and their 
compassionate stories of what the ocean 
means to them. Whatever perspective that 
we might have about our oceans and the environment is 

always enriched when viewed through the 
eyes of young people. With all the negativi-
ty that often surrounds us concerning the 
state of our environment, these kids were 
inspirational and give us all hope. They 
showed that they are keenly aware and 
sensitive to those problems. More im-
portantly, they intend to be a part of the 
answers to global warming, ocean pollution 
and a myriad of other issues. These kids 
will truly “Stand Up For The Earth.” 
 I am so very proud of our students here 

at BFA, and I’m sure you will be too!    

Our Time -In Program Will  Begin Soon!  
 BFA has been working with the Center for Social 
Change, who has provided staff training for the implementa-
tion of our mindfulness education program. This program is 
conducted every morning where staff lead the students 
through exercises to teach them self-control techniques and to 
encourage meditation and concentration. The staff training 
will continue throughout the year and we are collecting data 
on the effectiveness of this program with our students. 
 In addition to the mindfulness program, we are intro-
ducing a “Time-In Techniques” program that is being devel-
oped by Kendall Artusi and Rebecca Woolf, through contri-

butions from the Center for Social Change. The program is 
based on practices that we have used for years at BFA, to 
include foundational work which was done by Ms. Dorothy 
Steier. At BFA, it is our philosophy to understand why stu-
dents act out and display any negative behaviors, not to simply 
punish them for their actions.  Through inquiry, we are able 
to better understand what causes problems and provide coun-
seling to facilitate conflict resolution, personal responsibility 
and self-control. In evaluating this process, we have found that 
our Campus Principals are spending most of their day address-
ing these types of issues, as developing an understanding takes 

time. To assist in this effort, Rebecca Woolf will be working 
together with the Campus Principals and Ms. Steier to provide 
additional counseling services. Ms. Woolf has created “Time-
In” rooms where students will be referred by the Principal to 
talk further about their concerns.  These rooms have been 
strategically designed to facilitate a safe and transparent envi-
ronment for not only students, but for staff and parents as 
needed. For more information, please visit the Time-Program 
page on our website, under the Academics and Programs tab.  

http://www.be-7.com/writings/teach-children-to-stand-up-for-the-earth


COLOR COD ING 

MARCH 20 16  

Women’s History Month 

Students Must Be Fever Free For 24 Hours Without Fever Reducing Medication Before Returning To School! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 29 

 

FSA Writing  

1 

 

FSA Writing 

 

AFRICA 

2 

Read Across  

America Day 

FSA Writing 

AFRICA 

3 

 

FSA Writing 

 

AFRICA 

4 

 

FSA Writing 

 

AFRICA 

5 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

6 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

7 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

8 

 

EDU-VISITS 

 

AFRICA 

9 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

10 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

11 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

12 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

13 

Return Day Light 

Savings Time 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

15 

 

 

 

AFRICA 

16 

 

ENVIRO  TRIPS 

 

AFRICA 

17 

ST. Patricks Day 

End 3rd– 9weeks 

 

EUROPE 

18 

NO SCHOOL 

 

 

EUROPE 

19 

 

 

 

EUROPE 

20 

NO SCHOOL 

  

First Day of Spring 

 

21 

NO SCHOOL 

 

 

 

22 

NO SCHOOL 

 

 

 

23 

NO SCHOOL 

24 

NO SCHOOL 

25 

NO SCHOOL 

 

Good Friday 

26 

NO SCHOOL 

27 

NO SCHOOL 

 

Easter 

28 

FSA 

 

 

EUROPE 

29 

FSA 

 

 

EUROPE 

30 

FSA 

 

 

EUROPE 

31 

FSA 

 

 

EUROPE 

  

FSA Testing Dates 

Feb. 29-March 4– 4th-8th Grade Writing Test 

March 28-April 8– 3rd Grade LA/Math; 4th Grade Math 

 


